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| LIFE OF CHRIST MARVELLOUSLY REPRODUCED
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| Loxpoxn, Oct. 5.
R. Sidney Oleott, a director
' of the Kalem Company of
New York, is visiting Pal-
[ estine  to take  pictures
| representing incidents in the life of Christ
| on the scenes of their location. I trust
f you will do all you can to help him.”
These words were part of a letter writ-
| ten from the White House to the Governor
of Jerusalem, and the result was that over
six thousand miles away from Washing-
“ ton a party of actors and actresses from
| the United States found that the Governor
| of the Holy City was willing to do all he
| could to help them,

| The subject covered by Olcott's expe-!

idititm was, frankly, the *“Life of the
| Saviour.” It is actually an attempt to
! reproduce reverently and truthfully the
great strugele of the Christus for the re-
demption  for mankind R, Henderson
Bland, the English actor, who portrayed
| the Saviour, has wold THE SvN  corre-
I spondent about his experiences.
Mr. Bland is something more than an

ordinary actor; he is also a poet, and he
i brought to his work in the Holy Land
all the emotional power and sensibility
to be expected from the author of “Moods
and Memories, " who, in his poem entitled
“Chatterton on Determining to Commit
Suicide, " said:

Onece more with rage in my heart I'm thrown
I Back on myself alone,
! S0 to thy kingdom, O Death! with unbowed
| head,
C With no wild praver late said,
'l come unfalteringly, fearless, unafraid,
Like one who, having paid

A heavy price for his peace, takes with no
' thanks,

“It was a grand experience,” said Mr.

Bland, “but an awful one. Fortunate as
I have been in having been accorded the
opportunity of taking part in the gorgeous
productions of Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree
rand Sir George Alexander, 1 have never
participated in anything which impressed
me more— impressed me both with a gen-
f eral sense of man's unworthiness and with
'a, deep sense of the wonderful mi('nﬂﬂll
which the Christus was called upon to |
' make in refusing to avail Himself of the |
strength of His divinity and humbly, |
quietly, that we might be redeemed, '
| taking up the mantle of great suffering.

“Here on the very ground where | was
walking Christ Himself had trod. Here,
at Jerusalem, He had endured His suffer-
ing and His tribulation, Something of
| the faith which makes for miracles crept
into my heart when, outside the Damascus |
Gate, I met the mournful procession which /
formed the funeral cortége of the son
of the Widow of Nain.

“Before me the bier was halted and the |
bent, bowed figure of the old woman
was at my feet asking me to restore hor
‘only child to her. It was a contrast
| which clutched at the heart, and there
is nothing of blasphemy in my mind |
when I say that to me it appeared as if |
my brain, my life, my soul, had stepped |
back across the hundreds of years and |
that I had enterad into the feelings and |
knowledge of Christ in a manner whi.-hi
has never fallen to the lot of any other
man.

“Seventy-vight episodes were there in
all, and during the two months which 1 |
spent in Palestine 1 must have lived |
emotionally muny years. Of course, it
must be understood that 1 only portrayed
| the Ministry and Passion of the Saviour,
The childhood was done before 1 srarted,

some of the pictures being taken, repre-
senting the flight into Egypt, under the |
shadow of the Pyvramids 1
“Mr. Olcott came to London to find an
actor for the part of Christ during the
| second hall of April. 1 believe | was the
| only man he saw, but I know we made
pour arrangements on the spot and that 1
| left for Palestine within fortv-« icht hours,
“Noonecanhave any idea of the amount
of trouble which was taken, So far u-.|
l\\n- possible we endeavored to reflec
the spirit of the Scriptures and to dress |
and set each picture in the garb and
setting which were the most correct.

i
|
|

Freneh artist who spent twelve years in
Palestine, we got atmosphere and from |
the great works of I, Schick we ob- |
tained  much  detailed o ormation of
cnormous value to us

| on our journey to and from the Sei of
| Galilee, the entire 1vip taking us sOome
j five days. It was at Nazareth, on the
} road to Galilec, by the wily, that we took
the first pieture to bhe shown on the fijm,

[ a4 pieture of Mary at the fountain which
Christ as a child must often have visited,
“Our first stop was close to Jacob's
Well, a spot where Christ spoke with the

| woman of Samaria Al the time the
principal actors studied the New Testa-
ment and other writings dealing with
the Saviour, and right from the first my
task laid hold of me in a fashion which
no man made part s over suecesded

in doing., Hero where | stood Iy Saviour

had stood before me. Upon e [)tls
hills, on this sparse grown land, He had
labored and been reviled, and a man
would have been less than human if ha
had not felt his soul creep nearer to God
on such a pilgrimage as mine,

“A little rest and we were on the way
to Nabulus, ritting in the shelter of Mount
Tabor. In this beautifully situated town
Ahab and Jezebel once dwelt in their
unholy splendor, and ‘twas in a field
hard by that the notorious queen was
hurled to the dogs.

“Starting early the next day we reached
Nazareth in the evening, and the next
norning we were out taking scenes,
leaving for Tiberias the day after. Tiberias
to-day has something of the modern
watering place aspect, boasting a jetty
which runs out into the Sea of Galiles

“It was close to Tiberias that we =t
off in huge boats oared by aix men to a
distant part of the shore to take the scone
‘John the Baptist Sees Christ afar off '
Clad in the white garments of the Christus
I walked softly across the hillside at such
a distance that 1 appear but as a small
and far off figure in the picture, John
the Baptist and his followers taking the
foreground. On the same waters we took
the pictures of the calling of Andrew and
Peter and John and James the Greater.

“From the time of our return to Jery-
salem until the pictures were finished
a spirit of exultation took possession of
me. Earthly things seemed to slip away,
and it would be blasphemous on my part
were I to try to set down all that I folr
It is well at all times for a man to exanmine
his soul, but it is a dreadful and a har-
rowing thing, though yet ennobling, to
try, even for a little space, to take 1o
yourself the soul of the God of Love,

“The actuality of the whole perform-
ance but increased the spiritual impres-
sion. It is a curious fact that this spir-
itual impression was so great upon the
populace that there was little or no crime
during our sojourn in the Holy Land
Really it was not the natives who hin-
dered us at all in the taking of our pic-
tures; they were all 100 ready to assist
us. What we had to complain of was 1L
action of the European tourists, who
tried, clad as they were in modern gar-
ments, to intrude into our groups. For-
tunate it was for us that the American
tovernment had sent such a friendly
letter to Jerusalem, for the Governor
Lept the streets for us with police and

even soldiery.

“Certain of the pictures were taken
in the studio, such scenes as the turning

of water into wine, the 'First Communion'
and others of a similar nature being s

secured. The temple scenes were huil
and carried out entirely in accordan «
wich the work of Dr, Schick, the profs

sor's widow, Mrs, Schick, personally ¢ m

ing and assisiing us. It may hardly i
believed, but some scenes which 1000

4 month to prepare were pulled down
after a use of ten minutes,

“It is & curious thing to me to remem! 1

ihe wonderful uplifting sensation 1 1. 1

when we were portraying the mira b
Everything seemed so inevitable, so roal
When I was preaching to the crowd i
the room in Christ's own city and neard
ihem taking off the roof that they mie
let down him who was sick of 1he pralsy
it seemed the most natural thing in (e
world for me to be there and doing what
I was doing,

*When, slung as it were in a sling, made
wich four ropes fastened to the corns

of his rush rug bed, he who was sick wa

lowered before me, 1 felt a power il
was not of this earth sweep over me. |
was no longer an English actor— . il

and things of the world and (he poop e |
had known were far from me, and as one

wspired with diviniy 1 bade the 1
Arise, take up thy couch and g, o
thine house,'

“It was the same when | turned
water into wine, the same at the ro

of Lazarus in Bethany by the very

which tradition declares is the toml
Lazarus, and in the casting out of
and the healing of the bhnd

From the paintings of M. Tissot, |h,|-L.th“-“l.-“[nu. ns stll up beld e
1

“My trial, however, was yor 1o
I shall never forget the scone at (he |
Supper at the moment when the ag

(death was crowding upon me, 1
I\\']lu took the part of Judas was w1
“We started will by set,inge up a record |

niticent actor, and when 1 said un
‘But, behold, the hand of him 14

trayeth me is with me on the tabl
tridy the Son of Man goeth, as i

| determined: but woe unto that nae
Iwhom he is betrayved! 1 looked

spoke to where he, nervous and af
clutehed his legs closer 1o him
sprawled upon the long couch,

“Now swift came and went the day
the tragedy, days to mo of awiul 1o
and suffering, In the Garden of i
semane was 1 betrayed by the kiss whicl
has come down through the ages o= 1!
token of falseness and betraval, bl
the elders was | hurried, from the vl
on to Pilate was I carried, reviled sl




